
“Please help children 
who can’t see well, 
like me, read the 
best stories.”
Maddie, aged 10
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Give a gift to RNIB and help 
children like Maddie have 
magical stories in their lives.
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A gift to RNIB this Christmas could bring the 
magic of stories to children with sight loss 

“Reading gives Maddie 
so much confidence 
and pleasure. Often 
she wakes early just 
to escape into her 
book for a few minutes 
before school.”

Penny, Maddie’s mum

Dear Ms Pyman,

It’s not long now until Christmas, which means if you’re 
anything like me, you’ll be thinking about how to make 
the children in your life feel special and loved.

My name’s Penny and I’m proud mum to Maddie, the 
liveliest, bubbliest little girl imaginable who loves nothing 
more than books and stories. Maddie has severe sight 
loss in both eyes because glaucoma has damaged her 
optic nerves. But every chance she gets, her head’s in  
a book. In fact, there’s one word at the top of her 
Christmas list – books!

Reading and stories feed Maddie’s imagination. They help her escape into another, 
magical world. Her favourite book right now is Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix – she’s read it faster than any book she’s had before and is devouring it on the 
couch this evening as I write this letter! That’s why, as you have kindly supported 
RNIB in the past, I want to ask for your help again this Christmas. Because while 
most children can walk into a library or bookshop and choose from thousands of 
books, Maddie depends on giant print books from RNIB Reading Choices to escape 
and enjoy the same stories as her friends.
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Ms Pyman
1st line address
2nd line address
3rd line address
4th line address
Postcode
9999999 / XXXXXXXXXXXXXX

“I don’t know what Maddie 
would do without books 
and stories in her life.” 
Penny, Maddie’s mum 



RNIB Reading 
Choices
Giant print
We send out nearly 
1,000 giant print books 
a month to children like 
Maddie who can’t read 
standard print.

Braille
A braille book can only 
be loaned about ten 
times before the braille 
becomes faint and  
needs reprinting. 

Talking books
We produce over  
500 new talking books  
each year.

Through RNIB, Maddie can borrow giant print books to 
read to herself, and audio books we can enjoy together 
as a family. You can meet some of the wonderful 
characters she’s made friends with in the little book 
enclosed with this letter! I know this vital service is made 
possible by supporters like you, however, which is why  
I am writing this letter to you today.

Please will you make a donation of £<XX> to RNIB this 
Christmas, which could help children like Maddie 
enjoy the amazing benefits of reading?

I can’t imagine Maddie’s life without books. Often I see 
Maddie and her friends making up amazing adventures 
by pretending to be their favourite characters. But if her 
friends are reading a book that Maddie can’t find in giant 
print, she can’t join in. In fact, only around three out of ten 
books Maddie wants to read are printed in this format. 
Often she has to wait weeks for them to become 
available which doesn’t seem fair.

Being able to read giant print books has transformed 
Maddie’s life – she even recommends books to me now! 
My latest Maddie recommendation is A Year Without 
Autumn. She’s so excited to see me reading it, she keeps 
on asking me: “Where are you up to, mummy?” 

At the moment, only seven per cent of books are 
available in formats that all blind and partially sighted 
people can read. That’s why, as a parent whose child has 
gained so many wonderful things from books, I want to 
ask for your support this Christmas. Without RNIB 
Reading Choices, Maddie wouldn’t be getting on so well 
at school. She wouldn’t be the confident child who loves 
playing with friends. She wouldn’t have learned the 
recorder with the giant print music that RNIB sends.

I know it’s only because of people like you that RNIB Reading Choices can keep going, 
because they don’t receive any government funding. So please help RNIB if you 
possibly can by completing the form with this letter or calling 0845 345 0054. You can 
also donate online now at rnib.org.uk/maddie where you’ll also learn about a typical 
day in Maddie’s life. 

Thank you for helping to bring the amazing benefits of reading into the lives of children 
like Maddie this Christmas. A very Happy Christmas to you.

Best wishes

Penny Scott, Maddie’s mum

PS. Please accept the book label with this letter as a small gift from RNIB for  
a book-loving child in your life. Thank you again for your support this Christmas.



nce upon a time in a 
land covered in snow, 
there was a little girl 
whose eyes could  

not see very well.

Her name was Maddie and one 
look told you that today she was 
feeling a little sad...



“Hello,” said Elmer.  
“What’s the problem?” “The words in this book 

are too small to read,” 
said Maddie sadly. “All my 
friends are talking about 
it and I want to read it 
too, but I can’t, because 
my eyes are not strong 
enough.”



“Well now,” said Alice. “Nobody 
likes to feel left out, do they?  
Could I help?”

“Well, I can read books with 
giant print like this one,” said 
Maddie, clutching one of her 
favourite books. “But lots of  
the books my friends read  
aren’t made in giant print.”

“That’s not good,” said the 
Little Princess. “Surely every 
child should be able to read 
all the best stories? I must do 
something. I am a princess 
after all!”



So the Little Princess got together 
with all RNIB’s supporters to 
make sure Maddie had all the 
books she dreamed of, and could 
spend hours doing what she loved 
most – reading.

With your support (and a little 
Christmas magic), RNIB could make 
over 1,000 more giant print, braille 
and talking books for children like 
Maddie to read next year.

Your gift this  
Christmas could  
help children  
like Maddie enjoy  
the magic of  
stories, just like  
their friends.

“Amazing,”

Three easy ways to donate
Post your donation form in the 
enclosed Freepost envelope
Call 0845 345 0054
Go online rnib.org.uk/maddie

said the Gruffalo.



RNIB charity nos. 226227, 
SC039316 and 1109

The Gruffalo © Julia Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler 1999, Macmillan Children’s Books

The Gruffalo’s Child © Julia Donaldson  
and Axel Scheffler 2004, Macmillan  
Children’s Books

Elmer © David McKee 1989, reproduced  
by permission of Andersen Press Ltd 

Little Princess © Tony Ross 1986, reproduced 
by permission of Andersen Press Ltd

Illustrations © 2005 Helen Oxenbury, from 
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 
illustrated by Helen Oxenbury, Published  
by Walker Books Ltd, London SE11 5HJ

Books © Beaucroft-istock-thinkstock



I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to RNIB Charity     

OR I would prefer to give with my:

Visa     MasterCard     Maestro     CAF Charity Card     

Card No. 

Valid From        Expiry Date        Issue No. (Maestro only) 

Signature  Date 

Email 

By providing your email address you are agreeing to us contacting you in this way.
You may contact us at any time to unsubscribe from our communications.
I do not want to receive an acknowledgement of my donation.     
Thank you for your kind support.

RNIB charity nos. 226227, 
SC039316 and 1109

Three  
easy ways  
to donate

Post 
Please return your 
donation form in the 
enclosed Freepost 
envelope

Call 
0845 345 0054

Online 
rnib.org.uk/maddie

Please return the completed donation form in the enclosed 
Freepost plus envelope or post your form to RNIB, Freepost, 
RTGZ-KUHJ-XHKU, Melksham SN12 6BR.
You may contact us at any time to unsubscribe from our communications  
by writing to Supporter Care, RNIB, 105 Judd Street, London WC1H 9NE.

Other amount

Yes, I would like to give a gift of:

£20 £30 £40

Ms E Pyman, 1st line address, 2nd line address, 3rd line 
address, 4th line address, Postcode

Supporter Number: XXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXX

Ms Pyman, please could you help 
children like Maddie have magical 
stories in their lives this Christmas?

 Yes, I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Royal National 
Institute of Blind People (RNIB) claiming tax on all past, 
present and future donations I make to the charity. Please 
treat my donations as Gift Aid donations. By ticking this box I 
confirm that I am paying or will pay an amount of Income Tax 
and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover the amount RNIB and any 
other charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
will reclaim for the tax year (6th April one year to 5th April the 
next year). Council Tax and VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. 
RNIB will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that has been given.

 I am not a UK taxpayer.

First name          

Surname     Today’s date                        

Gift Aid makes your donation even more valuable



“Thank you for 
helping children 
like me whose eyes 
can’t see very well.”

Your donation will be used to support 
blind and partially sighted people, 
wherever the need is greatest.

How your gift this Christmas could 
open up the wonder of reading to 
children like Maddie:

could help us boost the 
confidence of children like Maddie 
by paying for giant print books 
they can read by themselves.

could help children like Maddie  
have music in their lives by sending 
them giant print sheet music so 
they can learn an instrument.

could help children with sight 
loss enjoy magical stories too,  
by giving them new braille and 
audio books.

£20

£30

£40
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