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Sixth Form girls win 
Oxbridge interviews
Sixth Formers Malvina, Fatjona, Elizabeth and Korede 
have been invited for interviews at Oxford and 
Cambridge universities next term.

All four have been attending preparation sessions 
throughout the year as part of Harris Experience 
Advanced, a Harris Federation programme to support 
more able students.

“This has taught me to work hard and fight for my 
dreams,” says Korede, who has an interview to study 
Philosophy at Jesus College, Cambridge. Malvina wants 
to study History and Politics at Clare College, Cambridge 
because it “allows us to challenge the structures and 
place power in the hands of ordinary people.” Fatjona 
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Simileoluwa, Alison, Radiyat and Sumaiyyah proudly 
show off the Praise Postcards they have earned.

HAB girls celebrate success at Hot Chocolate Friday.
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hopes to study English language and Literature at 
Worcester College, Oxford while Elizabeth has an 
interview at Brasenose College, Oxford, to read English 
and French.

We’re very #ProudToBeHAB of how hard they have 
worked for this opportunity and wish them every success.

‘Praise Postcards’ 
Celebrate Success
Our new rewards scheme, featuring Praise 
Postcards and Hot Chocolate Fridays, is 
proving a big hit with girls since its launch in 
September.

Girls can now collect 15 colourful Praise Postcards, each 
featuring a different inspiring sportswoman, with cards 
awarded by teachers for excellent work, representing the 
school, or living up to HAB values.

The cards were designed by 
Year 8 students as part of an 
art project last year and feature 
athletes such as Serena Williams 
for tennis, Leilani Mitchell for 
basketball and Sophina DeJesus 
for gymnastics.

Hot Chocolate Fridays
“Celebrating success is a really 
important part of life at HAB,” 
said Principal Ms Iles-Smith, 
who is also now hosting Hot 
Chocolate Fridays for girls each 
week. This is a special event 
for students who have done exceptional class work 
or homework that week, or shown fantastic effort or 
demonstrated great care, kindness or responsibility. 
“We then talk about these successes together over hot 
chocolate and cake,” said Ms Iles-Smith. 

“We’re really #ProudToBeHAB of how girls have embraced 
the new rewards system and look forward to celebrating 
lots more success together next term,” said Ms Iles-Smith.

“The cards have created a real buzz in school with girls 
showing each other cards they have been awarded, and 
celebrating their successes,” said Vice Principal Ms Harris.

Fifteen Praise Postcards allow girls to gain entry to Hot 
Chocolate Friday (see right). For girls who are awarded 
20 postcards and three ‘special edition’ postcards, there 
will be a trip at the end of term for a very special hot 
chocolate in a secret location.



Prize Giving 
2019
Our annual prize-giving, which took 
place at Clothworkers’ Hall in the City of 
London on Monday 25th November, is one 
of the highlights of the school year. “It’s 
always a pleasure to welcome students, 
their parents and family to such a special 
and happy occasion,” said Principal 
Rebecca Iles-Smith.

Saying ‘Thank You’ in 
Gratitude Week
The final week of the half term at HAB was ‘Gratitude Week’ – when 
HAB girls took the time to send special ‘gratitude postcards’ to 
another girl or a teacher to whom they wanted to say ‘thank you’.

The idea grew out of our well-being sessions, where we’ve been 
discussing how giving thanks and being grateful has a very positive 
impact on our mental health.

Prizes were awarded to the highest-
achieving students in each subject, in each 
year group, with two students receiving 
special awards for exceptional contribution 
to the HAB community. Nancy received the 
Karen Harrild Award for Community, while 
Chantoi was awarded the Roger Hiskey 
Award for Leadership.

This year we also welcomed back two former 
HAB sixth formers, Dilan and Tamar, who 
took time off from their university studies to 
speak to our girls. Dilan is studying Political 
Science at City University while Tamar studies 
Law at Warwick University.

“It’s inspiring for our current students 
to see former students who are now at 
university but still HAB girls in spirit!” said 
Vice Principal Ms Harris.

Congratulations to all our prize winners 
and a huge #ProudToBeHAB from everyone 
at Harris Academy Bermondsey. You 
can see a complete list of winners at 
harrisbermondsey.org.uk/prizegiving2019.

Emma, Year 8, receives her prize from 
Ms Iles-Smith.

Prizewinners and their proud families and 
teachers at the HAB 2019 Prize Giving.

“When I’m feeling down you always cheer me up.” Just one 
of the gratitude cards popped into our special pink postbox 
during Gratitude Week.

The cards were sent anonymously through our own Gratitude 
Postbox, with hundreds of cards delivered at the end of the week by 
HAB volunteer postwomen. “It was lovely to see the girls overjoyed to 
receive such lovely cards, and to see what a big impact they made,” 
said Vice Principal Lyndsay Harris. “Staff who received cards were 
really moved too.”

Year 7 create a BookBuzz
Every year HAB takes part in a wonderful project called BookBuzz, a 
reading programme run by BookTrust that aims to help schools inspire 
a love of reading in 11 to 13-year-olds.

All Year 7 students 
can choose a book 
to take home and 
keep, from a list 
of 17 titles – with 
books carefully 
selected by a panel 
of experts to ensure 
suitability and to 
encourage reading 
for pleasure.

During library lessons, students in Year 7 have been discussing front 
covers, exploring genres and voting for their favourite books before 
making their final choices.

Students choose which BookBuzz book to 
take home and keep.

Language Cinema Nights. Our 
recent HAB Spanish Cinema Evening 
was a great success! Year 9-11 students 
enjoyed watching “Zipi y Zape y el Club 
de la Canica” and during the interval 
tried traditional Spanish tapas like chorizo 
and tortilla de patata. Estupendo!
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Charity pizza and film night
Students raised a fantastic £222 for Children in Need 
by holding a Pizza & Film Evening earlier this term. 
Eighty-three girls supported us by buying tickets 
and, as you can see from the photo, they thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves (and this was before they 
munched their way through popcorn and pizza!).

Girls complete Sutton 
Trust programme
Three HAB girls have completed 
the Year 9 UCL Sutton Scholars 
Programme this term, which will 
help them apply to some of the 
UK’s top universities.

Heyaballe, Ibtisam and Heyabel 
studied academic skills including 
writing, research and problem-
solving and took part in an Easter 
School which included a visit 
to the University of Cambridge 
and PhD-led sessions on Biology, 
English, Maths and Statistics.

At the end of the Year 9 Easter School students were set a very 
challenging academic assignment, which they have now completed and 
received their certificates and awards. We’re #ProudToBeHAB of all three!

U14 football success. Well done to the HAB U14 football 
team, who are through to the fourth round of the English Schools 
FA competition for the first time after beating Mossbourne 
Community Academy 2-1. HAB girls also had a fantastic day 
representing our school recently at an English Football League girls’ 
tournament organised by Millwall FC. #ProudToBeHAB of all the 
girls who participated!

Heyaballe, Ibtisam and Heyabel 
have completed the challenging 
Sutton Scholars Programme.

Syrine and Moniola 
pictured on their 
very first day at HAB!

Year 7 on food, 
teachers and friends
We’re really #ProudTo 
BeHAB of how Year 7 
students have settled 
into secondary school 
this term.

Making the transition 
from primary school 
is not easy, so every 
year we carry out a 
survey to find out 
what Year 7 feel 
about how we are 
supporting our newest students, so we can 
do even better next year.

When asked what they liked best about HAB, 
the top three answers were food, teachers 
and friends. Note: our waffles are legendary!

“The teachers and pupils are really friendly,” 
said one girl. Another said: “The teachers 
help you when you have any problems and 
my friends always have my back, which 
makes me more confident.”

Some students said that making friends was 
a bit difficult at first, as was getting used to 
their timetable, so we’ll plan new activities 
next year to make both these things easier. A 
big THANK YOU to all our Year 7s for taking 
the time to complete the survey.

Girls find Utopia. 
Art students from 
Years 9 and 10 took 
a trip to Beaconsfield 
Gallery this term to 
learn about immersive 
art. They worked 
with experimental 
audio-visual collective, 

Dubmorphology, to create work which 
was then added to the Dreaming Utopia 
installation on display at the gallery.

In preparation for the trip, students explored 
ideas about Utopia and Afrofuturism and 
prepared some stunning spoken word pieces 
and a variety of images. “The workshop has 
inspired me to combine poetry and visual 
arts,” says Amina.
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See you at a club soon!
We’re #ProudToBeHAB to offer a wide range of after-school 
opportunities to all students, with clubs running Monday-
Friday. Because school isn’t just about getting good grades, 
the experiences HAB girls enjoy along the way are enormously 
important too. That’s why our clubs, societies and events play such 
an important part in school life. See a complete list of clubs at 
harrisbermondsey.org.uk/enrichment.

HAB climate 
change plan
Gabby and Alannah, Year 10, will inspire and 
challenge HAB to do more to combat climate 
change, after attending the first Harris 
Climate Emergency Conference in September.

The event, which brought together students 
from across the Harris Federation, aimed to 
explore ways that schools can do more to 
reduce their carbon footprint.

Students discussed the causes and impacts of 
climate change and learnt how the current 
rise in global temperature could lead to the 
Arctic Ocean becoming free of ice by the 
middle of the century and 99% of coral reefs 
being lost. They then worked collaboratively 
to consider the ways that climate change can 
be mitigated by society, individuals and also 
here at HAB.

Alannah (centre) at the Harris Climate 
Emergency Conference. The HAB Climate 
Change Action plan will focus on 
reducing food waste at the school.

HAB action plan
Gabby and Alannah have now created 
a bespoke Climate Change Project Plan 
for HAB, focused on reducing our food 
waste. Positive actions we can take include 
separating food waste for compost, to be 
used on our new HAB Wellbeing Garden, and 
giving left-over meals to local charities. They 
will work towards marketing these strategies 
and sharing ideas with the rest of the school.

After the conference, Gabby said: “If the 
government won’t take it upon themselves 
to do something then we have to start, and 
start now. Future generations need something 
to look forward to and if we can help provide 
that, I think we should all chip in.”

Great 
attendance 
at 
Basketball 
Club

Impressive footwork 
from HAB girls at 
Boxing Club

Loving Chess Club in 
the principal’s office

Science Club investigate the 
calorie content of crisps

“This is my first day 
doing calligraphy 
and I’ve had so much 
fun.” Holly


