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After-school clubs See page 2 c

HBAED in top 
20 UK schools
Harris Boys’ Academy East Dulwich is in the 
top 20 schools in the UK, according to the 
Fair Secondary School Index – a new way of 
measuring students’ progress which aims to 
take their backgrounds into account.

The index, based on research carried out at 
Bristol University, looks at pupils’ age, gender, 
ethnicity, English as an additional language, 
special educational needs, free school meals 
status and residential deprivation, as well 
their Progress 8 score.

Progress 8, which is currently the main 
measure used by the government, measures 
students’ progress between the end of 
primary school and the end of Year 11, when 
they sit their GCSEs. The authors of the new 
index argue that more details about pupils’ 
backgrounds should be taken into account 
when compiling data for secondary school 
league tables in England.

Social mobility awards
HBAED has also been honoured in the 2019 
UK Social Mobility Awards, which recognise 

organisations which are promoting and 
increasing social mobility within Britain.

The school is one of only 98 organisations 
across the whole of the UK to be recognised 
in this way, alongside names such as KPMG, 
Sheffield Hallam University, The Ministry of 
Justice, Newcastle University and BBC Sport.

“We’ve won our place on the roll of honour 
for our clear dedication to our vision that 
background need not determine outcomes,” 
said Principal Peter Groves. “I am very proud 
of our students and staff for their huge 
dedication to increasing social mobility.”

m HBAED was 
in the top 2% of 
schools in 2017-18 
for Progress 8.

Students pictured 
on the beautiful 
Amalfi coast of 
Italy during their 
Geography trip to 
Naples at half term. 
Students visited 
the ancient cities 
of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, which 
were destroyed by 
volcanic eruptions of 
Mount Vesuvius, to 
study the effects of 
volcanic eruptions. 
They also ate pizza 
and made ice 
cream!

Italy trip 2019
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Enrichment – we feature three of our 
popular after-school clubs

Give rugby a try

Mr Hutton started Rugby Club when he joined the school in 2015. “Most 
boys have never had the opportunity to do rugby before so it’s giving 
them a taste of something completely different,” he says. “They love it. 
We’ve been getting 35-40 boys on a Wednesday.”

The boys play on Peckham Rye, just opposite the school. “The teaching 
is fun and you always get to play a game at the end,” says Ben, Year 8. 
“We’ve never done rugby in PE so unless there was a club I couldn’t play 
it.”

The school now has rugby teams in each year who play against different 
Harris Federation schools and in other competitive matches too. Mashood 
(pictured) plays for the school and also for a club outside of school. “I like 
the speed and running into people,” he says. “If a boy was interested in 
getting involved in rugby I’d say you should at least try it, because it’s fun 
to do, something different from football and the sports you already play.”

m Mashood (with ball) in action at 
our after-school rugby club.

The beauty of chess

Chess attracts a mix of students from Year 7 to Year 11, says Jim 
Stephenson from Chess in Schools, who helps to run our after-school Chess 
Club. “Younger students are often just as good at chess as older ones, and 
it gives them confidence to play older players.”

During the club, Jim gives boys a few tips to bring out the thinking process 
and explain the reasoning behind possible moves. “Chess is a thinking 
game, it’s all about your ideas and making decisions,” add Jim. “You can 
see two or three possibilities and you have to consider which is best.”

Juan comes to the club regularly. “I’ve been playing chess for a long time 
and enjoy it,” he says. “You have to think and plan ahead what you are 
going to do, and what things might happen.”

Chess club is open to everyone – whether you know how to play already or 
not. Come along to the club after school every Wednesday to find out more.

m Jim Stephenson of Chess in 
Schools plays Juan, year 10.

Fire-writing, catapults and other cool science

Writing with fire using sodium nitrate, making catapults from twigs, 
creating lava lamps and designing aerodynamic paper aeroplanes – just 
some of the activities that make our after-school Science Club popular 
with Year 7.

“It’s different from a science lesson because you can just enjoy the 
experiments and practical activity and we don’t have to write up 
anything,” says Callum. David agrees. “It’s about the more fun side of 
science. My favourite thing has been making square bubbles!”

Ms O’Conner, who runs the Science Club with Ms Castillo says: “We do 
cool stuff to get the boys interested in science and they really enjoy that. 
We try and do things that they can do at home again maybe with their 
brothers and sisters, so they can get to do science at home as well.”

m Rayane, Year 7, pictured 
with Ms Castillo at Science 
Club.
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Student leaders focus on men’s health

Head Boy Diego (right), with Assistant 
Principal Dant’e (left) and Ms Taylor.

Our student leaders get ready to 
present to the whole school.

Our student leadership team is leading a school-

wide campaign to raise awareness of men’s health 

issues, and also support Southwark Foodbank in the 

run-up to Christmas.

Our student leaders ran assemblies this term looking at 
topics such as prostate cancer, testicular cancer and men’s 
mental health – discussing how we can manage anxiety 
and stress. They also explained why Southwark Foodbank 
was so important and what we could do to make sure 
they have the food they need over Christmas.

Elections

Our new student leadership team was elected earlier this 
term during a day of voting in which every student could 
take part. In a close-fought race, Diego, Year 10, was 
elected Head Boy, with Dant’e and Abdul, both Year 9, 
becoming assistant principals.

“I think the student leadership team is important because 
it’s like a foundation for the school to stand upon,” says 
Diego. “The school probably wouldn’t develop as much 
without it.” Assistant principal Dant’e agrees: “We are 
a diverse academy in our cultures as well as our likes 
and dislikes, and we want this to be mirrored in what is 
offered to us as a student body.”

Two representatives from each Hub were also elected to 
the student leadership team, which meets once or twice a 
week. Previous successes of the team have included new 
meal deals in the canteen, new football tables and goals in 
the playground and raising money for charity.

Our student leaders are supported by Ms Taylor. “This is a 
real responsibility for the boys so the school is committed to 
supporting them through team-building and training too,” 
she said. “I’m very proud of how powerfully they spoke at 
the assemblies and their determination to make a difference 
to our school and the wider community.”

Boys celebrate “superb 
GCSE results”

Return of the Warrior. Author Chris Bradford 
returned to our school for a third time this term to 
captivate Year 7 as he spoke about his Young Samurai 
series of books. Chris appeared dressed in a dramatic 
full-length black outfit complete with a genuine 
samurai sword. Reading aloud from his books, he 
encouraged students to develop a love of reading for 
pleasure. Hassan summed it up for everyone, saying: 
“He was awesome, probably the best author I’ve seen 
and I hope he comes to visit again”.

b Jamil, Dylan, 
Colin, Zack and 
Gus celebrate 
their great 
results.

Harris Boys’ Academy East Dulwich is delighted to 
announce an estimated Progress 8 score of 0.76 for 
2018-19. This builds on previous excellent results that put 
us in the top 2% of schools nationally in 2017-18.

In the exam results announced in August 2019, 46% of 
boys achieved Grade 5 or above in English and Maths, 
with 66% of students achieving Grade 4 or above. A 
special mention goes to Jem, Zack, Mohamed, Roney, 
Jamil, Reza and Oliver, who all achieved Grades 8 or 9 in 
at least eight subjects.
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For all the latest news visit

www.harrisdulwichboys.org.uk

Why not follow us on 
Twitter at @HarrisEDB.

50 boys win bronze badges
When pupils make good choices we want everyone to know! That’s 
why when boys achieve 150+ Harris Points, they receive a special 
bronze lapel badge to wear with pride. Over 50 boys have received 
bronze badges so far this year.

Pupils receive positive points for embodying HBAED values such as 
exemplary manners and consistent hard work. We encourage boys to 
set themselves a target for how many points they want to get, and 
think about how to make sure they don’t receive any negative points.

Who will be our first pupil to achieve a SILVER badge for gaining 250+ 
points? Visit our website for the latest news, and to find out more 
about our rewards schemes for students.

m Some of the boys who have received 
150+ Harris Points so far this year.
b Smart bronze badges are given to every 
boy who achieves 150+ Harris points.

Mayor of London 
praises HBAED

m Chris Brett, Vice Principal, HBAED, 
pictured far left at the Schools for 
Success awards ceremony.

Year 7 get Activity Passport
Year 7 boys are being encouraged to 
complete our new Activity Passport, in which 
they record all the different activities they try 
during the year. Suggested activities include:

•	 writing a speech

•	 visiting a museum

•	 voting in a school election

•	 walking to the top of a hill

•	 picking litter in your local area

•	 and interviewing someone.

All the activities will help boys to develop their character and resilience, 
and become active citizens willing to engage with their local community.

Year 7 boys have all received a copy of the passport but it can also 
be downloaded from our website and completed online. We’re 
looking forward to celebrating the success of boys who complete 
the passport, through special assemblies and on our website too.

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, 
praised the outstanding performance of 
Harris Boys’ Academy East Dulwich at 
the recent Schools for Success awards 
ceremony.

The Schools for Success programme 
recognises London schools that ensure 
strong progress for their lowest attaining 
pupils, have a strong overall performance 
and share their work with other schools.

“I’d like to congratulate the staff of Harris 
Boys’ Academy East Dulwich for their 
excellent work, said Mayor of London, 
Sadiq Khan. “Schools for Success was 
created to celebrate the difference that 
teachers, teaching assistants, support 
staff and governors are making every 
day to support children and reduce 
inequalities, and this school’s inclusive 
and supportive learning environment is a 
great example of this.”

Principal Peter Groves said: “We are 
delighted to have been recognised in this 
way for our commitment our message 
that background does not determine 
outcome.”


