
Time to play
ocal children will benefit
from new play areas to be

created at Hatcham Gardens in
New Cross, Deptford Adventure
Playground and Friendly
Gardens, also in Deptford, in
the coming months – all made
from environmentally-friendly
materials.

‘It’s something better for 
the children’, says Deptford
resident Gisela Da Silva,
pictured with her family in
Friendly Gardens. Full story 
on page 5.
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life

he aim is to transform Giffin
Square into a ‘civic heart’ for

Deptford, including a new library,
community café and Council
AccessPoint – all housed in an eye-
catching new building called the
Deptford Lounge.

Under the plans, Tidemill Primary
School would move to a brand new
building integrated with the Lounge.
The school’s sports hall, dinning hall,
studio hall, ball court, music suite
and food technology rooms would 
all be available to the community
outside of school hours.

Residents
The scheme is the result of months
of intensive consultation and

Deptford’s new heart unveiled

Plans for a new public square and
landmark buildings in the heart of
Deptford have been submitted to
Lewisham Council.

Deptford &
New Cross

t
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Above:
Artist’s impression

of the new-look
Giffin Square,
featuring the

entrance to both
Tidemill School and

Deptford Lounge

planning involving local residents,
businesses and other partners. 
Local people have been involved
throughout the process, helping to
decide what the buildings look like
and also what goes inside them.

The new Deptford Lounge
building would also include
community offices and training
rooms for rent at affordable rates.

Giffin Square itself would benefit
from new landscaping, while artists
studios and 38 homes for key
workers would be built in a new
development on Resolution Way.

If the plans get the go-ahead
from the Council, work could 
begin on-site in early 2009 with an
expected completion date of 
early 2011.

For more information and to 
view the plans please visit
www.lewisham.gov.uk/
deptfordtowncentre   
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he new station building would have a fully
accessible entrance while the existing Victorian

railway arches would be restored to provide craft studio

t
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community news➔

Deptford could get a brand new 
station building under plans 
submitted for approval to 
Lewisham Council.

ew parking
rules for

the Deptford
High Street area
are due to come
into force in
January to
prioritise

parking for local residents and
businesses and ease congestion.

The new-look Frankham Street
parking boulevard in Deptford is set
to open in January 2009, with pay-
and-display parking bays on both
sides of the tree-lined street,
including disabled parking, CCTV 
and improved lighting.

This is part of wider plans which
will see a number of changes to the
current parking rules in the centre 
of Deptford.
• Giffin Street and Reginald Road

will have resident-only parking
spaces.

• New Butts Lane and the Frankham
Street car park will have parking
spaces reserved for residents and
businesses.

• The Frankham Street car park 
will have pay and display parking,
business and resident parking
spaces.

Artist’s
impression of 
the new station
building.

Changes at a glance
ind out the latest on all the proposed
developments in Deptford and New Cross,

including all the projects featured in this newsletter, at
www.lewisham.gov.uk/deptfordnewcrossredevelop
mentmap.

The user-friendly clickable map makes it easy to find
out about the different schemes taking place and how
they all contribute to the regeneration of the area. 

f

New station building

space for local artists. The area in front of the old carriage
ramp – which used to carry goods up to track level –
would also be transformed into a vibrant new public piazza.

If the plans are approved, construction of the new
station building is expected to start by Easter 2009 and
be open for public use by mid 2010. Current access to the
station will not be affected while works are underway.
For more information and to view the plans please
visit www.lewisham.gov.uk/deptfordtowncentre.

New parking rules for 2009
• On market days, 22 spaces on

Hamilton Street car park will be
reserved for the sole use of
market traders. 
Parking in Deptford is a concern

for both residents and shoppers 
at present, says Paul Tran, who
frequently comes to the high street
on business. ‘At present it’s not 
clear where to park and there’s 
lots of congestion as people drive
slowly looking for somewhere to 
put their car.’

Local resident Jean Breslin hopes
the new plans will make a difference.
‘It’s especially difficult parking on
market days at present,’ she says.
Local residents will receive more
information in the post before
the changes are introduced.  
Call Philippa Lau-Brown on 
020 8305 6916 for further details.

AccessPoint
ewisham Council’s AccessPoint
has moved from 5 Giffin Street

to Wavelengths Library, in
preparation for the redevelopment of
Giffin Square (see front cover). The
relocated AccessPoint offers the
same services as before including

application forms for free school
meals and clothing grants, housing
benefit and council tax benefit. 

There are also self-service
terminals in Wavelengths Library
where you can, for example, pay
council tax or rent, report abandoned
vehicles or fly tipping, or request
housing repairs. 

North Deptford
consultation

esidents in the north Deptford
area (north of Evelyn street)

took part in a series of consultation
events in November, to discuss the
redevelopment of large areas of land
in the area. You can find out more at
www.lewisham.gov.uk/
northdeptfordconsultation or call
Nigel Adams on 020 8314 7613.

n
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ouncil staff also applied
a special anti-graffiti

coating, which means that
shop owners will be able to
clean off graffiti much more
easily in future, using soap 
and water.

The Council is working to
solve a number of other
enforcement issues that are
important to residents such 
as storage of bins on the
pavement, fly tipping,
forecourt trading issues and
planning infringements.

‘Cleaning up graffiti helps
the area a lot,’ says Frank
Gillman, who regularly walks
past the shops. ‘Let’s hope it
will start making everyone look
after the area.’

Shops on the New Cross Road have been cleaned
of graffiti in a bid to improve the appearance of
the area for local residents. The blitz took place in
October and saw 20 shops have their shutters and
front cleaned.

c

Graffiti blitz

he second local assembly for Evelyn Ward took
place in October at the 2000 Community Action

Centre to agree the five things that matter most to 
local people.

Local assemblies are being held in every area of
Lewisham – a chance for local councillors and residents 
to get together and discuss how to make positive changes
to Lewisham’s neighbourhood.

The five top priorities for Evelyn ward agreed by the
local assembly were:
• not enough youth facilities                   
• too much traffic                                
• anti social behaviour                          
• dumping of rubbish                             
• drug problems.

Now the assembly will work together to create an
action plan to make things happen. 

‘I moved to the area a month ago,’ said local resident
Natalie Tuckwell. ‘The people are friendly and I'm quite
happy to be here.’ Natalie came along to the local
assembly meeting in October and found out about the
library, swimming pool, community centre and local
transport links.

‘I find that the assembly is a brilliant way to engage

Evelyn local assembly agrees top five priorities to make the area better.

t

Local assembly latest

Local residents at 
a recent assembly
meeting.

Before...and after

with the community and service providers in a positive,
constructive way to move issues forward,’ said Danielle
Heath of Deptford Green School.
To find out more about the local assembly and how
to get involved contact Jason Fleming 
on 020 8314 3253

esidents in the Evelyn area will vote for which
local projects should receive a grant from the

Evelyn Locality Fund, at a special meeting to be held
in February 2009.

The fund gives money to local projects and
community groups who are working to improve the
area. In previous years, funding has helped to
provide: 
• art sessions for disabled people
• football courses for children
• fabric and equipment for family arts 

and craft sessions
• a documentary about the area 

made by young people.
Applications for this year’s fund will be voted on

by the Evelyn local assembly at a special event to be
held in February 2009. 
If you live, work or learn in Evelyn Ward and
would like to find out how to apply for a grant
from the Evelyn Locality Fund then contact
Gayle Wallace on 07914 718548. 

If you are thinking of applying, or know of a
project or community group that might need help to
apply, please contact Gayle for an informal chat.

How would
you improve
the area?
r
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andmade natural soap gift
boxes from £3.75, available

from Something Special, 175a New
Cross Road. Plus Suzi Smith
handbags, jewellery from Pilgrim,
silver by Babette Wasserman and
much more. 
Tel 020 7358 9236.

Stylish vintage clothing for 
men and women at Rag N Bone, 
140 Deptford High Street. 

Treat someone to a haircut or
colouring at Hairdome, 167
Deptford High Street. Friendly
community business run by sisters
Stella and Christine for over 40 years.

Want to give a really useful gift?
Then why not make a donation to 
a local charity instead of buying
someone a present. Call Sharon at
Deptford Action Group for the Elderly
on 020 8694 1669 for details.

ant high quality fruit and
veg at reasonable prices?

Then come to the not-for-profit
New Cross Gate food co-op
every Friday, 9am-3pm, outside
All Saints Church, 105 New Cross
Road. Joining is easy. Just come
along or call 020 7635 9000 for
details

Food co-op 
is back

truggling to find a gift for 
your fashion savvy relative?

Then vintage clothing treasure 
Rag N Bone on Deptford High
Street is the place for you. Whether
you're looking for that perfect party
dress or a classic period piece, it's
the place to go for vintage and
secondhand items from £10-15.

Featuring designs from all
different eras including clothes, hats,
shoes and lots more, there are even
some designer pieces at reasonable
prices. Customers include everyone
from local Goldsmiths art students 
to elderly locals looking for a bargain.

And if your lust for vintage
clothing is still not satisfied, why not
try the New Cross Pop Up Vintage
Emporium. Here for only a fleeting
visit, this ‘pop up’ shop offers quality
vintage clothes and couture from the
1920s to the 1980s. There will even

Vintage
clothing
treasures

w

Make it a local Christmas

h s

Great ideas for Christmas gifts from local shops.

be an opportunity for a swap shop
where clients will be invited to bring
in one item to swap for another. It
will be in New Cross until at least 
the New Year.
Rag N Bone, 
140 Deptford High Street.
Pop Up Vintage Emporium, 
3 Lewisham Way (beside the
Marquis of Granby Pub), 
New Cross, until the New Year.

Deptford charity 
wins Queen’s Award
A Deptford charity for 
elderly people has won the
prestigious Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Services – one of
only seven groups in the
capital to receive the accolade.

Gaelin Little 
sorts through 
the bargains 
at Rag N Bone

eptford Action Group for the Elderly
(DAGE) runs a popular pop-in centre and

also organises events and trips to help reduce
the feeling of isolation experienced by many
older people.

The Queen’s Award is given to honour
people who ‘give their time freely for the
benefit of others’. It’s the highest award of its
kind and is said to be equivalent in status to
the MBE.

Launched in 2000, DAGE is a lifeline for

hundreds of older people in the area. They also
run two second-hand furniture shops in 
Deptford to help raise money for their activities
and provide affordable furniture to people on 
low incomes.

If you have furniture you don’t need, why
not call DAGE on 020 8691 8823/020 8691
2849 to arrange a collection. 

You can also pick up a furniture bargain at
DAGE’s shops at 71 Deptford High Street and
311 Evelyn Street (open 9am-3pm, Mon to Fri).

D
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s well as the Mayor’s improvements you will
also be able to vote for Deptford Park in a

new public poll that will decide which parks in
London get a slice of £6 million from the Greater
London Authority to improve London’s green spaces.

Deptford Park was one of four Lewisham parks
nominated by the Council to take part in the vote
and has been shortlisted to receive 'Priority Parks'
funding.
Voting is open from the 25 November 
until the end of January 2009 by visiting
www.london.gov.uk/parksvote.  

Vote for Deptford Park

Three parks in Deptford and New
Cross will benefit from plans to
build new children’s play areas
from natural and environmentally-
friendly materials, following 
suggestions from local residents.

ewisham Mayor Sir Steve Bullock announced
last month that six parks in the borough 

would receive a total of £1.1 million to develop play
areas. The three local parks to benefit are:
• Hatcham Gardens, Pomeroy Street, New Cross,

which has been awarded £75,000 for a new 
play area

• Deptford Adventure Playground, where a new
climbing wall and assault course will be built

• Friendly Gardens, Friendly Street, Deptford,
where a disused paddling pool will be turned
into a play area.
‘Normally its grown-ups who hang around the old

paddling pool so it will be good to see it turned into
something better for children,’ says Deptford resident
Gisela Da Silva, who regularly uses Friendly Gardens
with her children after school.

Silent screen
star honoured
A sculpture of silent film star,
Harold Lloyd, has been unveiled 
at the new Electric Empire housing 
development at 182 New Cross Road.

he £3.9 million scheme of 23 affordable homes, plus office and 
retail space, is on the historic site of a former silent movie cinema

which closed in 1917. The old cinema frontage has been retained and
forms a feature Grade II listed archway leading to the new apartments, 
and a central courtyard in which stands the unique sculpture.

The artwork was commissioned by ASRA Greater London Housing
Association to celebrate the site’s
links to the days of silent movie
cinema. The Electric Empire
entertained audiences between
1908 and 1917 before being
turned into automobile repair
workshops.

The eight-foot sculpture, by
local artist and blacksmith, Kevin
Boys, shows Harold Lloyd with 
his trademark glasses and hat.

New play areas
for local children

L

a

Top: Harold Lloyd in his heyday.

Left: Artist Kevin Boys with the new
sculpture of silent movie star Harold
Lloyd at the Electric Empire housing
development.

Gisela Da
Silva with
her children
in Friendly
Gardens,
Deptford.

New Cross pub wins top prize in search for
best old-fashioned boozer.

he Montague Arms in New
Cross recently claimed top

spot in a guidebook celebrating the
British traditional pub.

The Rough Pub Guide, written by
music journalist Paul Moody and
Robin Turner looked at old pubs the
length and breadth of the country,
and gave the Montague Arms the
number one spot.

Moody and Turner were looking for pubs that retained the
atmosphere that they feel has been lost by so many gastropubs and
theme bars. The Montague Arms, which includes such items of décor as
a human skeleton and an embalmed zebra, has been open since 1967
and, after a makeover in 1978, hasn’t changed much for 30 years. The
authors dubbed it ‘south London’s strangest pub.’

‘It has some priceless characteristics that are found in fewer and fewer
pubs these days,’ says Paul, who laments the fact that so many pubs are
closing or being unrecognisably refurbished.

The Montague Arms is at the junction of Queens Road and Kender
Street in New Cross.

t

t

Local pub wins top prize
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Christmas
Christmas bazaar
All Saints Church Christmas
bazaar. Ever popular bazaar with
tombolas, raffles, stalls and
loads of activities for children.
105 New Cross Road, 
Sat 29 November.

Giffin Square and
Deptford Project
Space
Snow White will turn on the
Christmas lights in Giffin Square
with the help of a Salvation
Army Brass band, gospel choir,
children’s choir and storytelling.
Events take place in Giffin
Square and near the train
carriage cafe. Weather
permitting.
Sat 6 December, 
from 10.30pm onwards.

Christmas party
Mince pies and nibbles plus
make your own Christmas cards
and crackers.
Sat 13 December,
Wavelengths Library, 
2pm-3.30pm. Free.

Evelyn Triangle
Evelyn Triangle Traders
Association Christmas
celebrations. Christmas light
switch on, Salvation Army band,
carol singing, free mulled wine
and minced pies. Weds 17
December, 5.30–7pm.

Christmas chill out
Relax before the big day with
some Christmas colouring in and
puzzles for the whole family.
Mon 22 December,
Wavelengths Library, 
2–3.30pm. Free.

Make your own 3D
Christmas cards
For 8–11 year olds. Tues 23
December, 2.15–3.15pm, 
New Cross Library. Free, 
but please book a place on 
020 8694 2534.

Winter scene 
Make a lovely seasonal collage.
For the whole family. Sat 27
December, Wavelengths
Library, 2–3.30pm. Free.

Events
Cockpit Arts
Cockpit Arts, a ‘hotbed of
creative talent’ of designers of
fashion, jewellery and interiors,
is holding open studios,
showcasing inspiring and
individual items and gifts.
5–7 December, 11am–9pm
(Fri), 11am–6pm (Sat & Sun)
18–22 Creekside, 
London SE8 3DZ
£3 entry. Free for children
under 15.
020 8692 4463
www.cockpitarts.com

Creekside vision
A new vision for the future of
Deptford Creekside will be
unveiled in a new publication.
The publication will contain
topics on the natural environ-
ment of the Creek, transport
and planning, sustainable
energy and public art.
If you would like to come to the

launch of the publication in
mid-December keep an eye on
www.creeksidecharrette.org,
where you will be able to
download the report. 
Printed copies will be
available. Call 020 8691 6729

The precious habitat of Deptford
Creekside.

Squidz Club 
The Squidz Club offers high
quality cultural entertainment
for families with disabled
children. Live performances, DJs
and VJs spinning tunes and
creating visuals on the main
stage. 
Fri 28 November, 7–11pm
The Albany, Douglas Way,
Deptford SE8 4AG
Tickets £3
020 8692 4446
www.heartnsoul.co.uk

Groups
Lewisham Local
History Society (New
Cross Branch)
Local history group with talks,
excursions and guest speakers
with the aim of encouraging and
assisting study of the local
history of the London Borough
of Lewisham and nearby areas.  
Meets 2nd Thursday of every

month (except December
2008). 6–7pm. 
Meet in the lounge at The
White House, 110–208
Kender Street SE14
020 8852 5709
www.lewishamhistory.org.uk

Theatre & Dance
Drama course
Make Believe Arts is offering
adults the opportunity to work
with arts professionals in a
range of drama games and
theatre techniques, developing
skills and confidence while
devising an original piece of
drama. 15 weekly term-time
sessions.
Starting 21 January 2009,
over two terms. 
Make Believe Arts Space,
The Deptford Mission, 
1 Creek Road, London 
SE8 1BT
£60 per term, £30 per half
term or £6.50 weekly 
(£45, £22.50, £5.00
respectively for concessions)
020 8691 3803
info@makebelievearts.co.uk

Music
Learn an instrument
Lewisham Music Service offers
instrument tuition at beginner
to intermediate levels to anyone
aged 6–18 years, who either
lives or goes to school in
Lewisham. Instruments on offer
include guitar, keyboard, drums,
harmonica, sax. Instruments can
be hired. 
Monday–Thursday, 4–7pm
The Albany, Deptford
£46 for ten lessons, or £15 if
you are on free school meals.
020 8692 4446 x 282

6

Deptford & New Cross what’s on➔

What’s on Things to do, places to go
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Chris Hughes, 4th Floor, Town Hall,
Catford SE6 4RU
For other formats, including Braille, large
print, audio tape, BSL or 
computer disc contact: 
Chris Hughes, 020 8314 9021
christopher.hughes@lewisham.gov.uk 

Translations available

contact ➔

How to contact your councillor
New Cross

Cllr Madeliene Long (Lab)
020 8318 1338
madeliene.long@lewisham.
gov.uk

Cllr Stephen Padmore (Lab)
020 7639 4246
cllr_stephen.padmore@lewisham.
gov.uk

Cllr Paul Maslin (Lab)
020 8297 2544
cllr_paul.maslin@lewisham.
gov.uk

1st Saturday of the month
10am–11am
Scotney Hall, Winslade Estate,
Sharat St SE15

2nd Saturday of the month
10am–11am
Wavelengths library,  
Giffin Street SE8

3rd Saturday of the month
10am–11am
Hawke Tower, Milton Court
Estate, Woodpecker Rd SE14

4th Saturday of the month
10am–11am, Telegraph Hill
Neighbourhood. Project,
170 New Cross Road SE14

Evelyn

Cllr Heidi Alexander (Lab)
020 8314 9499
cllr_heidi.alexander@lewisham.gov.uk 

Cllr Crada Onuegbu (Lab)
020 8291 9238
cllr_crada.onuegbu@lewisham.
gov.uk

Cllr Sam Owolabi-Oluyole
(Lab)
07961 389602
samoluyole@yahoo.co.uk

1st Saturday of the month
11am–12 noon   
Sayes Court Clubroom,
341 Evelyn Street,
Deptford SE8   

3rd Saturday of the month
You can contact your councillor
for an appointment to suit you.
Area-based street surgeries to
be advised in advance.

4th Saturday of the month
11am–12 noon   
2000 Community
Action Centre
199 Grove Street,
Pepys Estate SE8

Cllr Owolabi-Oluyole will be
holding further surgeries as
follows:

2nd Friday of the month
6.30pm–8pm     
2000 Community
Action Centre,
199 Grove Street,
Pepys Estate SE8

New Cross
library
New Cross book
club
Adult reading group, first
Tues of each month, 
6.30–7.30pm.
New members welcome

Story, rhyme and
craft
Sessions for under 5s,
every Tues, 11–11.30am.

ICT support
Support with basic
computing, Internet and
email, first Thurs of each
month, 
5-6pm. Please book on
020 8694 2535.

Wavelengths
library
Baby bounce and
rhyme
Every Tues, 11–11.45am.
Free.

Handcrafts skills
session
Every Weds from
10.30am-12 noon. Free
(20p for refreshments).
Adults 18+.

Sign up to Lewisham
Council’s free fortnightly
arts e-bulletin to stay
fully up to date with arts
events around the
borough. You’ll also get
the opportunity to make
sure everybody knows
about your event too.
Sign up now at
www.lewisham.gov.uk
/artsebulletin 

Health
Wavelengths
leisure centre 
As a result of a successful
bid by Lewisham Council to
Sport England, money has
been awarded to fund a
range of new classes,
activities and clubs for all
age groups and abilities
this winter and spring. 
Giffin Street, 
Deptford, SE8
Swimming club for
women aged 19 +
Every Tuesday, 6pm 

Family gym club
Every Saturday, 10.30am 

Young peoples gym club
Every Saturday, 11.30am 

Over 50’s & 60’s seated
exercise

Every Monday, 12.15pm 
020 8694 9400  
www.lewisham.gov.uk/
leisureandculture 

Don’t forget to also
sign up for your
Lewisham Plus
(Leisure) card.

You can apply for the
Lewisham Plus card if
you are aged 16 or
over, live or study in
the borough, or receive
state benefits. 

Free wellbeing
classes
Aerobics, aqua aerobics,
dance sessions and much
more at free wellbeing
classes run by Building
Healthier Communities at
the Barnes Wallis Centre,
Wildgoose Drive, and the
Woodpecker Community
Centre, Woodpecker Road.
For anyone over 18.
Sessions also look at
healthy eating, stress,
diabetes and heart health.
Women only classes
available. 
To register, call Ebenezer
Newton-Mensah on 
020 7635 9000 or drop
in at one of the venues.

Printed on paper from 75% recycled materials. Please recycle.
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Win a meal for two at Café Crema!
Here’s your chance to let us know what you think about Deptford & New Cross Life. Please complete the 
questionnaire and in return we’ll enter your name into our free prize draw to win a meal for two at Café Crema,
306 New Cross Road. The questionnaire needs to be returned to us by Friday 16 January to be included in the draw.
You do not need to use a stamp, just return it in an envelope using the address below.

For more information on film nights and piano jams at Cafe Crema visit www.cafecremaevents.co.uk.

1. Where do you normally find news and information just about Deptford & New Cross?

2. Do you read Deptford & New Cross Life?    ■ Yes ■ No    (if no, please go to question 11)

3. Overall, how do you rate Deptford & New Cross Life newsletter?
■ Very good ■ Good ■ Average ■ Fairly poor ■ Very poor

4. How do you think the newsletter could be improved? 

5. For how long do you keep your copy of Deptford & New Cross Life?
■ Less than a week ■ Between 1 and 2 weeks
■ Between 2 and 4 weeks ■ More than 4 weeks

6. Are there any articles or stories that you particularly enjoyed? Please state.

7. What else would you like to read about in Deptford & New Cross Life?

8. Please indicate below how much you enjoy the following features/sections in Deptford & New Cross Life. 
Score from 1 (don’t enjoy it at all) to 5 (enjoy it a lot)
■ Community news ■ What’s on ■ Councillor information 

9. Where is your copy of Deptford & New Cross Life delivered to?
■ Home address ■ Business address ■ Other (please specify)

10. Did you find out about local events or services in Deptford & New Cross Life? ■ Yes ■ No
If yes, please state which ones

11. Please tell us the reason why you don’t read Deptford & New Cross Life.

About Deptford & New Cross
12 Would you recommend living in Deptford & New Cross to others you know? ■ Yes ■ No

About you
These next questions are asked to help make sure that we have a balanced view from all members of the community. 

Are you ■ male ■ female

Your age 
■ Under 16 ■ 16–24 ■ 25–34 ■ 35–44 ■ 45–54 ■ 55–64 ■ 64+ 

Do you consider yourself to be:
White British, Irish, Other White background (please specify). 
Mixed White and Black Caribbean, White and Black African, White and Asian, Other mixed background (please specify). 
Black or Black British, Caribbean, African, Other Black background (please specify). 
Chinese, Other ethnic background:

Do you consider yourself disabled? ■ Yes ■ No 

Thank you for your time. Please return this form by Friday 16 January 2009 for a chance to win a meal for two 
at Café Crema. 

Lewisham Council, Freepost RRJU TUKU UAYL, Communications Unit, 4th Floor Town Hall London SE6 4RU

Your name 

Address

Contact number (your contact details will only be used to contact you in case you have won the prize).

Competition rules: The winner will be drawn at random. The editor’s decision is final. Only one survey per individual is permitted. No cash alternative. If you
supply your details they will not be passed on to any third party.

✁
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